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Why the Census?

• Every 10 years all people living in the United States are 
counted. 

• All citizens are required to respond.
• An accurate count of the population serves as the basis 

for fair political representation and plays a vital role in 
many areas of public life.



What does it mean for Cortland County?

Our population has changed; 
representation must change 

along with it.

2010 Pop. 49,336
2020 Pop. 46,809
Difference -2,527
% Change -5.12%


Sheet1

		MUNICIPALITY		2010 Pop.		2020 pop.		Difference		% change

		Cortland city		19,204		17,556		-1,648		-8.60%

		Cincinnatus town		1056		902		-154		-14.60%

		Cortlandville town *		8509		8409		-100		-1.20%

		Cuyler town		980		908		-72		-7.30%

		Freetown town		757		767		10		1.30%

		Harford town		943		876		-67		-7.10%

		Homer town *		6405		6293		-112		-1.70%

		Lapeer town		767		795		28		3.70%

		Marathon town *		1967		2038		71		3.60%

		Preble town		1393		1357		-36		-2.60%

		Scott town		1176		1077		-99		-8.40%

		Solon town		1079		1063		-16		-1.50%

		Taylor town		523		452		-71		-13.60%

		Truxton town		1133		997		-136		-12.00%

		Virgil town		2401		2425		24		1.00%

		Willet town		1043		894		-149		-14.30%

		Cortland County		49,336		46,809		-2,527		-5.12%

		Homer village		3291		3210		-81		-2.50%

		Marathon village		919		892		-27		-2.90%

		McGraw village		1053		972		-81		-7.70%

		* Village populations included in town totals
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		2010 Pop.		49,336

		2020 Pop.		46,809

		Difference		-2,527

		% Change		-5.12%







Update to NYS Laws

October 27th, 2021 
Governor Hochul signed legislation 

(S.5160-B/A.229c)

Districts are as nearly 
equal in population as 

possible
#1 priority



What does “nearly equal in population” 
mean?

10%              5%
Previous Requirement New Requirement



County 
Comparison

.

Counties with:
• Legislatures
• Populations under 

200k

NYS County Chief Admin. Official Legislative Body No. of Members Population** Pop/Rep
Allegany Administrator Legislature 15 46,456                       3,097                
Broome* Executive Legislature 15 198,683                     13,246              

Cattaraugus Administrator Legislature 17 77,042                       4,532                
Caygua Manager Legislature 15 76,248                       5,083                

Chautauqua* Executive Legislature 19 127,657                     6,719                
Chemung* Executive Legislature 15 84,148                       5,610                

Clinton Administrator Legislature 9 79,843                       8,871                
Cortland Administrator Legislature 17 46,809                       2,753                
Franklin Manager Legislature 7 47,555                       6,794                
Genesee Manager Legislature 9 58,388                       6,488                
Greene Administrator Legislature 14 47,931                       3,424                

Herkimer* Administrator Legislature 17 60,139                       3,538                
Jefferson Administrator Legislature 15 116,721                     7,781                

Lewis Manager Legislature 10 26,582                       2,658                
Orleans Administrator Legislature 7 40,343                       5,763                
Oswego Administrator Legislature 25 117,525                     4,701                
Otsego Chair of Leg. Body Legislature 14 58,524                       4,180                

Putnam* Executive Legislature 9 97,668                       10,852              
Rensselaer* Executive Legislature 19 161,130                     8,481                
St. Lawrence Administrator Legislature 15 108,505                     7,234                
Schenectady* Manager Legislature 15 158,061                     10,537              

Schuyler Administrator Legislature 8 17,898                       2,237                
Steuben Manager Legislature 17 93,584                       5,505                
Sullivan* Manager Legislature 9 78,624                       8,736                

Tioga Chair of Leg. Body Legislature 9 48,455                       5,384                
Tompkins* Administrator Legislature 14 105,740                     7,553                

Ulster* Executive Legislature 23 181,851                     7,907                
Yates Administrator Legislature 14 24,774                       1,770                

Avg. No. of Members Avg. Pop Avg. Pop/Rep
14                                      85,246                       6,123                

*Charter County **Based off 2020 Census Redistricting Data


Total

		NYS County***		Chief Admin. Official		Legislative Body		No. of Members		Population**		Pop/Rep

		Albany*		Executive		Legislature		39		314,848		8,073

		Allegany		Administrator		Legislature		15		46,456		3,097

		Broome*		Executive		Legislature		15		198,683		13,246

		Cattaraugus		Administrator		Legislature		17		77,042		4,532

		Caygua 		Manager		Legislature		15		76,248		5,083

		Chautauqua*		Executive		Legislature		19		127,657		6,719

		Chemung*		Executive		Legislature		15		84,148		5,610

		Chenango		Chair of Leg. Body		Supervisors		23		47,220		2,053

		Clinton		Administrator		Legislature		9		79,843		8,871

		Columbia		Chair of Leg. Body		Supervisors		23		61,570		2,677

		Cortland		Administrator		Legislature		17		46,809		2,753

		Delaware		Chair of Leg. Body		Supervisors		19		44,308		2,332

		Dutchess*		Executive		Legislature		25		295,911		11,836

		Erie*		Executive		Legislature		11		954,236		86,749

		Essex		Manager		Supervisors		18		37,381		2,077

		Franklin		Manager		Legislature		7		47,555		6,794

		Fulton		Administrator		Supervisors		20		53,324		2,666

		Genesee		Manager		Legislature		9		58,388		6,488

		Greene		Administrator		Legislature		14		47,931		3,424

		Hamilton		Chair of Leg. Body		Supervisors		9		5,107		567

		Herkimer*		Administrator		Legislature		17		60,139		3,538

		Jefferson		Administrator		Legislature		15		116,721		7,781

		Lewis		Manager		Legislature		10		26,582		2,658

		Livingston		Administrator		Supervisors		17		61,834		3,637

		Madison		Administrator		Supervisors		19		68,016		3,580

		Monroe*		Executive		Legislature		29		759,443		26,188

		Montgomery		Executive		Supervisors		9		49,532		5,504

		Nassau*		Executive		Legislature		19		1,395,774		73,462

		Niagara		Manager		Legislature		15		212,666		14,178

		Oneida*		Executive		Legislature		23		232,125		10,092

		Onondaga*		Executive		Legislature		17		476,516		28,030

		Ontario		Administrator		Supervisors		21		112,458		5,355

		Orange*		Executive		Legislature		21		401,310		19,110

		Orleans		Administrator		Legislature		7		40,343		5,763

		Oswego		Administrator		Legislature		25		117,525		4,701

		Otsego		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		14		58,524		4,180

		Putnam*		Executive		Legislature		9		97,668		10,852

		Rensselaer*		Executive		Legislature		19		161,130		8,481

		Rockland*		Executive		Legislature		17		338,329		19,902

		St. Lawrence		Administrator		Legislature		15		108,505		7,234

		Saratoga		Administrator		Supervisors		23		235,509		10,240

		Schenectady*		Manager		Legislature		15		158,061		10,537

		Schoharie		Chair of Leg. Body		Supervisors		16		29,714		1,857

		Schuyler		Administrator		Legislature		8		17,898		2,237

		Seneca		Manager		Supervisors		14		33,814		2,415

		Steuben		Manager		Legislature		17		93,584		5,505

		Suffolk*		Executive		Legislature		18		1,525,920		84,773

		Sullivan*		Manager		Legislature		9		78,624		8,736

		Tioga		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		9		48,455		5,384

		Tompkins*		Administrator		Legislature		14		105,740		7,553

		Ulster*		Executive		Legislature		23		181,851		7,907

		Warren		Administrator		Supervisors		20		65,737		3,287

		Washington		Administrator		Supervisors		17		61,302		3,606

		Wayne		Administrator		Supervisors		15		91,283		6,086

		Westchester*		Executive		Legislature		17		1,004,457		59,086

		Wyoming		Chair of Leg. Body		Supervisors		16		40,531		2,533

		Yates		Administrator		Legislature		14		24,774		1,770

		*Charter County		**Based off available 2020 Census Redistricting Data		***Excludes NYC Boroughs		Avg. No. of Members		Avg. Pop		Avg. Pop/Rep

								17		199,948		11,814





No BOS

		NYS County***		Chief Admin. Official		Legislative Body		No. of Members		Population**		Pop/Rep

		Albany*		Executive		Legislature		39		314,848		8,073

		Allegany		Administrator		Legislature		15		46,456		3,097

		Broome*		Executive		Legislature		15		198,683		13,246

		Cattaraugus		Administrator		Legislature		17		77,042		4,532

		Caygua 		Manager		Legislature		15		76,248		5,083

		Chautauqua*		Executive		Legislature		19		127,657		6,719

		Chemung*		Executive		Legislature		15		84,148		5,610

		Clinton		Administrator		Legislature		9		79,843		8,871

		Cortland		Administrator		Legislature		17		46,809		2,753

		Dutchess*		Executive		Legislature		25		295,911		11,836

		Erie*		Executive		Legislature		11		954,236		86,749

		Franklin		Manager		Legislature		7		47,555		6,794

		Genesee		Manager		Legislature		9		58,388		6,488

		Greene		Administrator		Legislature		14		47,931		3,424

		Herkimer*		Administrator		Legislature		17		60,139		3,538

		Jefferson		Administrator		Legislature		15		116,721		7,781

		Lewis		Manager		Legislature		10		26,582		2,658

		Monroe*		Executive		Legislature		29		759,443		26,188

		Nassau*		Executive		Legislature		19		1,395,774		73,462

		Niagara		Manager		Legislature		15		212,666		14,178

		Oneida*		Executive		Legislature		23		232,125		10,092

		Onondaga*		Executive		Legislature		17		476,516		28,030

		Orange*		Executive		Legislature		21		401,310		19,110

		Orleans		Administrator		Legislature		7		40,343		5,763

		Oswego		Administrator		Legislature		25		117,525		4,701

		Otsego		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		14		58,524		4,180

		Putnam*		Executive		Legislature		9		97,668		10,852

		Rensselaer*		Executive		Legislature		19		161,130		8,481

		Rockland*		Executive		Legislature		17		338,329		19,902

		St. Lawrence		Administrator		Legislature		15		108,505		7,234

		Schenectady*		Manager		Legislature		15		158,061		10,537

		Schuyler		Administrator		Legislature		8		17,898		2,237

		Steuben		Manager		Legislature		17		93,584		5,505

		Suffolk*		Executive		Legislature		18		1,525,920		84,773

		Sullivan*		Manager		Legislature		9		78,624		8,736

		Tioga		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		9		48,455		5,384

		Tompkins*		Administrator		Legislature		14		105,740		7,553

		Ulster*		Executive		Legislature		23		181,851		7,907

		Westchester*		Executive		Legislature		17		1,004,457		59,086

		Yates		Administrator		Legislature		14		24,774		1,770

		*Charter County		**Based off available 2020 Census Redistricting Data		***Excludes NYC Boroughs		Avg. No. of Members		Avg. Pop		Avg. Pop/Rep

								16		257,460		15,323





No BOS  or Pop over 500k

		NYS County***		Chief Admin. Official		Legislative Body		No. of Members		Population**		Pop/Rep

		Albany*		Executive		Legislature		39		314,848		8,073

		Allegany		Administrator		Legislature		15		46,456		3,097

		Broome*		Executive		Legislature		15		198,683		13,246

		Cattaraugus		Administrator		Legislature		17		77,042		4,532

		Caygua 		Manager		Legislature		15		76,248		5,083

		Chautauqua*		Executive		Legislature		19		127,657		6,719

		Chemung*		Executive		Legislature		15		84,148		5,610

		Clinton		Administrator		Legislature		9		79,843		8,871

		Cortland		Administrator		Legislature		17		46,809		2,753

		Dutchess*		Executive		Legislature		25		295,911		11,836

		Franklin		Manager		Legislature		7		47,555		6,794

		Genesee		Manager		Legislature		9		58,388		6,488

		Greene		Administrator		Legislature		14		47,931		3,424

		Herkimer*		Administrator		Legislature		17		60,139		3,538

		Jefferson		Administrator		Legislature		15		116,721		7,781

		Lewis		Manager		Legislature		10		26,582		2,658

		Niagara		Manager		Legislature		15		212,666		14,178

		Oneida*		Executive		Legislature		23		232,125		10,092

		Onondaga*		Executive		Legislature		17		476,516		28,030

		Orange*		Executive		Legislature		21		401,310		19,110

		Orleans		Administrator		Legislature		7		40,343		5,763

		Oswego		Administrator		Legislature		25		117,525		4,701

		Otsego		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		14		58,524		4,180

		Putnam*		Executive		Legislature		9		97,668		10,852

		Rensselaer*		Executive		Legislature		19		161,130		8,481

		Rockland*		Executive		Legislature		17		338,329		19,902

		St. Lawrence		Administrator		Legislature		15		108,505		7,234

		Schenectady*		Manager		Legislature		15		158,061		10,537

		Schuyler		Administrator		Legislature		8		17,898		2,237

		Steuben		Manager		Legislature		17		93,584		5,505

		Sullivan*		Manager		Legislature		9		78,624		8,736

		Tioga		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		9		48,455		5,384

		Tompkins*		Administrator		Legislature		14		105,740		7,553

		Ulster*		Executive		Legislature		23		181,851		7,907

		Yates		Administrator		Legislature		14		24,774		1,770

		*Charter County		**Based off available 2020 Census Redistricting Data		***Excludes NYC Boroughs		Avg. No. of Members		Avg. Pop		Avg. Pop/Rep

								16		133,103		8,076





No BOS  or Pop over 200k

		NYS County		Chief Admin. Official		Legislative Body		No. of Members		Population**		Pop/Rep

		Allegany		Administrator		Legislature		15		46,456		3,097

		Broome*		Executive		Legislature		15		198,683		13,246

		Cattaraugus		Administrator		Legislature		17		77,042		4,532

		Caygua 		Manager		Legislature		15		76,248		5,083

		Chautauqua*		Executive		Legislature		19		127,657		6,719

		Chemung*		Executive		Legislature		15		84,148		5,610

		Clinton		Administrator		Legislature		9		79,843		8,871

		Cortland		Administrator		Legislature		17		46,809		2,753

		Franklin		Manager		Legislature		7		47,555		6,794

		Genesee		Manager		Legislature		9		58,388		6,488

		Greene		Administrator		Legislature		14		47,931		3,424

		Herkimer*		Administrator		Legislature		17		60,139		3,538

		Jefferson		Administrator		Legislature		15		116,721		7,781

		Lewis		Manager		Legislature		10		26,582		2,658

		Orleans		Administrator		Legislature		7		40,343		5,763

		Oswego		Administrator		Legislature		25		117,525		4,701

		Otsego		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		14		58,524		4,180

		Putnam*		Executive		Legislature		9		97,668		10,852

		Rensselaer*		Executive		Legislature		19		161,130		8,481

		St. Lawrence		Administrator		Legislature		15		108,505		7,234

		Schenectady*		Manager		Legislature		15		158,061		10,537

		Schuyler		Administrator		Legislature		8		17,898		2,237

		Steuben		Manager		Legislature		17		93,584		5,505

		Sullivan*		Manager		Legislature		9		78,624		8,736

		Tioga		Chair of Leg. Body		Legislature		9		48,455		5,384

		Tompkins*		Administrator		Legislature		14		105,740		7,553

		Ulster*		Executive		Legislature		23		181,851		7,907

		Yates		Administrator		Legislature		14		24,774		1,770

		*Charter County		**Based off 2020 Census Redistricting Data				Avg. No. of Members		Avg. Pop		Avg. Pop/Rep

								14		85,246		6,123







Average Across 
the State

# of Legislators = 14

Population per Legislator = 6,123

Currently in Cortland 
County 

# of Legislators = 17

Avg. Population per Legislator = 2,753

*

*  Average of Counties with Legislative bodies and populations less than 200, 000



Redistricting Options
Legislative 

District Counts
Ideal Population Value 5% Range Value

7 6687 334
9 5201 260

11 4255 213
13 3601 180
15 3121 156
17 2753 138

Note: Calculations based on Cortland County 2020 population 
total of 46,809 as reported by the US Census Bureau. 
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		Cortland County Redistricting

		5% Variation Ranges by Legislative District Counts

		Legislative District Counts		Ideal Population Value		-2.5% Population Limit		+2.5% Population Limit		5% Range Value

		7		6687		6520		6854		334

		9		5201		5071		5331		260

		11		4255		4149		4362		213

		13		3601		3511		3691		180

		15		3121		3043		3199		156

		17		2753		2685		2822		138

		Note: Calculations based on Cortland County 2020 population total of 46,809 as reported by the US Census Bureau. 
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		Cortland County Redistricting

		5% Variation Ranges by Legislative District Counts

		Legislative District Counts		Ideal Population Value		5% Range Value

		7		6687		334

		9		5201		260

		11		4255		213

		13		3601		180

		15		3121		156

		17		2753		138

		Note: Calculations based on Cortland County 2020 population total of 46,809 as reported by the US Census Bureau. 
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		Cortland County Redistricting

		Municipalities meeting 40%

		Legislative District Counts		Ideal Population Value		40% of Ideal Pop. Value		Towns which may be subdivided if nessisary

		7		6687		2675		Cortland, Cortlandville, Homer Village,            Homer Town

		9		5201		2080		Cortland, Cortlandville, Homer Village, Homer Town, Virgil

		11		4255		1702		Cortland, Cortlandville, Homer Village, Homer Town, Virgil, Marathon

		13		3601		1440		Cortland, Cortlandville, Homer Village, Homer Town, Virgil, Marathon

		15		3121		1248		Cortland, Cortlandville, Homer Village, Homer Town, Virgil, Marathon, Preble

		17		2753		1101		Cortland, Cortlandville, Homer Village, Homer Town, Virgil, Marathon, Preble

		Note: Calculations based on Cortland County 2020 population total of 46,809 as reported by the US Census Bureau. 







Redistricting Rules

1. be as nearly equal in population as is practicable; the difference 
between the most and least populous district shall not exceed 
five (5) percent of the mean of all districts.

2. not be drawn with the intent or result of denying or abridging 
the equal opportunity of racial or language minority groups.

3. consist of contiguous territory.
4. be as compact in form as practicable.
5. not be drawn to discourage competition or to favor or disfavor 

incumbents or political parties. 
6. consider existing district cores, political subdivisions, and 

communities of interest.
7. no villages or cities or towns except those having more than 

forty (40) percent of a full ratio for each district shall be divided.
8. be formed so as to promote the orderly and efficient 

administration of elections

Districts shall…

More Priority

Less Priority

Note: More information can be found in NYS Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10(1)(a)(13)



Voting Rights Act

•Fair representation of minority groups will be 
maintained

•Provide for equal opportunity of racial or language 
minority groups



Where We Go From Here

April 1, 2020 
Census Data 

collected

August 12th, 2021 
Census Data 

Released

Options Presented 
to Redistricting 

Commission

Redistricting 
Commission 

Appointed (within 
6 months of data 

released)

Commission 
Submission of 
Local Law to 
Legislature

Local Law  Adoption 
by Full Legislature 

(within 3 months of 
submission)

Public Referendum 
on Ballot

Public Hearing on 
Recommendation

Information 
Submitted to 

Board of Elections



Questions???

Trisha R. Jesset, P.E. 
Director of Planning

tjesset@cortland-co.org
(607)756-3404

Savannah Hempstead
Public Information Officer

shempstead@cortland-co.org
(607)753-5048

mailto:tjesset@cortland-co.org
mailto:shempstead@cortland-co.org
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