	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	april 8, 2009
	9:00 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 9:14 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Larry Cornell; Kathie Willcox

	attendees
	Carol Deloff, Aging; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Kristen Monroe, DSS; Judy Davison and Robin Sandwick, Employment and Training; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Manny Lann, Jeremy Reynolds and Melony Daliey, Youth Bureau; Rebecca Canzano; Jean Ward; and Robert Smith.

	not present
	John Troy, Dan Tagliente

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Cornell made a motion to accept the minutes of March 11, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding.  All members in voting favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	

	Agenda Item No. 1 – Authorize Agreement – Comfort Keepers

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. Ms. Deloff said that this company will serve as a back up if personal care aides from Homecare of Cortland is not available. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Agenda Item No. 2  - Amend Budget – Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Monroe said this is just a bookkeeping change to show revenues in a more efficient manner. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Agenda Item No. 3 – Accept Donation/Amend Budget – Pall Trinity Union Donation

	Discussion
	 Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. McKee. Mr. Lann said that this money will offset travel costs for a staff member, who travel throughout the county. Mr. Lann said this money will allow for programs that were not going to be offered because of state budget cuts. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	Conclusions
	

	


	Department Report – Area Agency on Aging

	Discussion
	· Ms. Deloff said March for Meals was a success, with 11 elected officials go on ride-alongs. Family Friend Night at Friendly’s Restaurant, and the annual bowl-a-thon was held. Ms. Price, Ms. Wilcox, and Mr. Spaulding said the ride-alongs were a very rewarding experience, and the program serves residents well.
· May is Older Americans Month. May 5th is Sr. Citizens Day at Cortland High School and May 7th is Older Amercian’s Reception, where centenarians will be recognized, and the Senior Citizen of the Year will be honored.

	
	

	Department Report – Employment & Training

	Discussion
	· Ms. Davison said that E&T has gotten a check for $13,800 from New York State to cover rent, and the balance, about $90,000 should be received soon. 
· Ms. Sandwick said the Cortland Standard has started running Reverse Job Ads, allowing job seekers to look for work on a weekly basis. A 50 word ad will be accepted free of charge. 

	
	

	Department Report – Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	· Ms. Monroe asked the committee to review the DSS Annual Report for 2008. It will be discussed at the May meeting.
· The NYS budget has cut the Local Administrative Fund, which was a safety net, employment and food stamp program costs, about $600,000. This money has supposedly gone into a federal grant program, but DSS is still analyzing how it will impact the department.

· The DSS Detention Program was not lumped in with the Youth Fund grant, which was anticipated. The Detention Program is seeing a dramatic increase in 2009. The first quarter of 2008 served four children, while the first quarter of 2009 served 16 children.

· The Foster Parent Dinner will be held May 1st. A proclamation will announce May as Foster Parent Month at session.

	
	

	Department Report – Youth Bureau

	Discussion
	· Mr. Lann introduced Melanie Dailey, a Youth Bureau intern, and Jeremy Reynolds, and AmeriCorps worker. 

· The New York State Youth Block Grant funding, through the Office of Children & Family Services. The governor had proposed a 25%reduction, and the budget passed with a $10 percent reduction, which is good news.

	
	

	

	Other Items for Discussion

	Discussion
	· Jean Ward noted that a 2007 report showed the Department of Children and Family Services provided assistance to 31 percent of the county population. She asked about the 2008 percentages, and what is being done to decrease the numbers. Ms. Monroe said that that data could be correct, but that there are a large number of variables that can be factored in because many people receive assistance from multiple programs, and the data is based on cases, not people. She gave an overview of the programs, saying about 1,500 cash assistance cases, about 6,000 Medicaid cases, 3,000 food stamps, about 100 in foster care, about 2,500 HEAP cases and more from other programs. Ms. Sandwick and Ms. Monroe said there are a number of programs for unemployed people that provide job training, youth tutoring and mentoring, resume assistance and more. The county also provides more than $300,000 to the BDC/IDA to assist in bringing and keeping employers in Cortland County.

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Wilcox.  All members voting Aye. The meeting was adjourned.


Cortland County Human Services Committee Meeting Minutes
April, 2009
Respectfully Submitted by Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature

3

