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Cortland County Legislature
January 8, 2010
12:00 Noon 
Minutes
Order of Business

The Clerk of the Legislature opened the meeting at 12:02 p.m. followed by the Salute to the Flag. A roll call was taken, and all members were present.
New Business
There was no one wishing Privilege of the Floor. Chairman Williams said that he called this meeting to discuss the position of County Auditor, as it was not filled at the Jan. 6 Organizational Meeting. 
Ms. Price, on behalf of herself and six other legislators, distributed a letter of support of Dennis Whitt, with attachments from previous Chairmen of the Legislature. This was received by the Clerk of the Legislature.

Chairman Williams said that this was a personnel issue, dealing specifically with the County Auditor’s position and asked for a motion to go into Executive Session. Ms. Arnold made a motion to hold an Executive Session. Seconded by Ms. Briggs.

The committee went into executive session.

Following the Executive Session, Chairman Williams distributed a resolution titled “Appoint Deputy County Auditor.” Personnel Director Annette Barber suggested the language be changed in the resolution. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to amend the resolution to “Appoint Interim County Auditor.” The motion was seconded by Mr. Pace. Ms. Price asked if approving the resolution was legal. Mr. Purser said yes. Chairman Williams called for a roll call vote. (see attached). The motion was approved with a weighted vote of 43,873, with Legislators Troy and Spaulding opposed.
Chairman Williams called for a motion to appoint Jane Sharpe as Interim County Auditor. Ms. Gofkowski made the motion. Seconded by Mr. Parker. Mr. Troy said that this is a “sneaky way of getting around the Rules of Order.” He said that Mr. Whitt is more qualified to hold the position. Mr. Spaulding agreed. Chairman Williams called for a roll call vote (see attached). The motion was approved with a weighted vote of 43,873, with Legislators Troy and Spaulding opposed. The resolution became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. WILLIAMS
 
              RESOLUTION NO. 10-10

Appoint Interim County Auditor


WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 319 of 1994 the Cortland County Legislature did create the Office of County Auditor to provide for the audit all claims, accounts, and demands which are made county charges by law and which would otherwise be audited by the Legislature; and


WHEREAS, at the Organizational Meeting of the Cortland County Legislature on January 6, 2010 the Cortland County Legislature failed to appoint a County Auditor for the term beginning January 6, 2010 and ending December 31, 2011; and 


WHEREAS, therefore a vacancy currently exists in the position of County Auditor, and no deputy has been appointed to perform the duties of Auditor in the absence or disability of such principal; 


WHEREAS, there is a need to provide for professional service and continuity in the audit and payment of claims; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 


RESOLVED, that Jane Sharpe be and hereby is appointed Interim County Auditor for a term commencing January 8, 2010 through December 31, 2011.
 

 Ms. Gofkowski asked if the form designating a Democratic Majority Leader had been received by the Clerk of the Legislature. The Clerk answered that yes, it had been filed that morning, Jan. 8, 2010. Ms. Gofkowski said she objected to the designation of Ms. Price, as that was not the wish of the majority at a recent meeting of the Democratic caucus, which was reported by the Cortland Standard, the county’s Paper of Record. 

Announcements
Ms. Arnold said that due to the County Clerk’s opinion that the County Administrator position is vacant, she has invited Mr. Dale Sweetland to meet with legislators to discuss the idea of being the county’s interim administrator. Ms. Price asked if Mr. Williams has met with Mr. Schrader to clarify the Administrator’s position. Mr. Williams said he has met with Mr. Schrader, and that the County Attorney is working to remedy the situation. Once there is an agreement in writing, the Chairman will notify the legislature. Mr. Cornell asked if the Legislature could hold a special meeting to discuss the County Administrator position. Chairman Williams said he would call for a meeting Thursday, January 14 at 6 p.m. 

Adjournment

Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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