	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	march 10, 2009
	10:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Williams called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Tom Hartnett, Chairman; Dan Tagliente, Chad Loomis, Tony Piombo, Danny Ross and Don Spaulding

	attendees
	Kathie Arnold, legislator; John Troy, legislator; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Bob Duell, Director of Fire & Emergency Management; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Jane Goldner, Probation; Keith Dayton, Public Defender; Lee Price, Sheriff; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Dennis Whitt, County Auditor, Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard. 

	Not present
	Gene Waldbauer

	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2009, Judiciary & Publics Safety Committee Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed. 

	

	Resolution ~ Sheriff’s Department

	

	#1 RESOLUTION


	Authorize Agreement – Suit Kote Corporation 

	discussion
	Mr. Duell told the committee there would be no cost to the county for this agreement. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	#2 Resolution
	Reappropriate Funds – Satellite UHF Site/Preble 

	discussion
	Mr. Schrader noted that these funds have already been received by the county, and this is simply to put them from the 2008 budget into the 2009 budget. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	
	

	
	Sheriff’s Report – Lee Price

	Discussion
	· Sheriff Price said that the Sheriff’s Department is working on installing the new Black Creek Software program in the jail. Sheriff Price distributed a copy of the department’s overtime report for the month of February.


	Conclusions
	

	
	Public Defender’s Report – Keith Dayton

	Discussion
	· Mr. Dayton said that with the County Administrator’s Office the 2008 indigent legal defense report has been submitted to Albany. Mr. Schrader said that four years ago NYS imposed a fee on court dispositions. A percentage of this fee comes back to the counties, and in Cortland’s case is comes to about $236,000. If the county does not spend at least the same amount as the previous year, the funding gets cut completely, and 2008 was nearly a shortfall of that amount. Mr. Schrader said that if NYS does not change this legislation, Cortland County will likely lose this funding in 2010.
· Mr. Dayton said that he has seen almost a 20 percent increase in criminal and family court cases. He attributes this to the declining state and national economy.

	
	District Attorney’s Report – Mark Suben

	Discussion 
	· Mr. Suben said that he anticipates that his office will need additional space and personnel and that in the near future he will be coming to the committee to request an additional keyboard operator for his office. He said that the DA’s Office needs about 3,500 square feet to operate effectively, which is about the space currently held by the Department of Motor Vehicles. 

	
	

	Adjournment
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Tagliente Piombo. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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