	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	march 11, 2009
	9:00 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 9:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; John Troy; Mike McKee; Larry Cornell; Dan Tagliente

	attendees
	Carol Deloff; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Kristen Monroe, DSS; Judy Davison, Employment and Training; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Manny Lann.

	not present
	Kathie Wilcox

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Cornell made a motion to accept the minutes of January 7, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Troy.  All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	

	Agenda Item No. 1 – Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase Miscellaneous Groceries and Frozen Foods

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	

	Agenda Item No. 2 – Accept Grant/Amend Budget – Statewide Activities Gas Card Initiative

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Davison said that NYS has made $250,000 available for gas cards for people trying to access employment and training services. Cortland County has applied for the funds, and $6,250 was given to each of the two counties in the area. Policies, controls and procedures were established, and approved by the state, for giving out the $10 and $20 gas cards. Mr. McKee asked how much work was involved in establishing the procedures. Ms. Davison said that it was a timely process because gas cards could be used for other things, and that a documentation process had to be established, and that mileage forms will be filled out. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	

	Agenda Item No. 3 – Accept Grant/Amend Budget – Economic Stimulus Funds

	Discussion
	 Motion was made by Mr. Troy. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Davison said the economic stimulus funds are coming out from the federal government and the projected amounts have changed several times. This money will bring overall funding back to the year 2000 levels. She said 1.5 percent of the funds will be taken by the county for administration costs, with the majority of funds going to the adult, youth and dislocated worker programs. All members voting in favor, except Mr. McKee. The resolution was approved. 

	Conclusions
	

	


	Agenda Item No. 4 – Authorize Agreement/Amend Budget – CNY Works

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Davison said a previous grant was to develop internships in the “green” sector. One of these programs was having people work on the Habitat for Humanity House on the corner of Delaware Ave. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Conclusions
	

	

	Agenda Item No. 5 – Create Two Temporary E&T Special Program Counselors

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Davison said this is for the One-stop Career Center on Main Street. Since 2000 the Career Center has lost 50% of its funding, and three counselor positions. Thanks to offsetting costs associated with the Economic Stimulus funds, these two positions will be filled, but only on a temporary and as-needed basis. All members voting in favor;  none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Conclusions
	

	

	Agenda Item No. 6 – Accept Donation/Amend Budget – Cortland Community Foundation

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Conclusions
	

	Department Report – Veteran’s Affairs

	Discussion
	· Mr. Bullock said that the Department of Veteran’s Affairs in New York City had directed employees to backdate services provided to make it appear that services were provided earlier than they actually were, but that is appears this only happened in that office.
· Mr. Bullock told the committee that current legislation allows  spouses of service members killed in duty to get healthcare for three years, but a bill is in the process of allowing this for lifetime benefits.

· Mr. Bullock said he assisted a surviving spouse with Veteran’s Affairs Survivor’s Benefits who could have been receiving $900/month in benefits since 1991. The payments were backdated, so the spouse was paid a total of $230,000 in federal funds. The committee commended Mr. Bullock for his assistance with the local spouse.

	
	

	Department Report – Area Agency on Aging

	Discussion
	· Ms. Deloff said that in March the Nutrition Program is holding March for Meals in an effort to raise money and awareness for the Meals on Wheels Program. A fundraiser was held at Friendly’s Restaurant, and local officials, including Mayor Tom Gallagher, several legislators and Sen. Jim Seward will be riding along with Meals on Wheels drivers. Also, a bowl-a-thon is being held March 21, and a non-perishable food collection is being held throughout the county. She said the Meals on Wheels program delivers about 200 meals per day fro the last 5 months. She said 53% of those are in rural areas, and 63% of those are at least 75 years of age, and 57% live alone. Ms. Deloff distributed a flyer for a prescription drug savings program.

· Ms. Deloff said that in 2008 the Retired Seniors Volunteer Program totaled 72,200 in volunteer hours for Cortland County.

· Ms. Deloff said that $250 Stimulus Checks will go out to Social Security recipients in May

	
	

	Department Report – Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	· Ms. Monroe said the Child Protection Services hotline had the highest number of calls ever in 2008, totaling 1,058 calls.
· Through February of 2009 there have been 433 temporary assistance cases, which is the highest for at least the last 10 years., and there have been 2,640 food stamp cases in February – also the highest number ever. Ms. Monroe said that with current economic conditions she expects these trends to continue.

	
	Pro-Act Contract Update

	Ms. Price asked about the status of the Pro-Act contract. Mr. Schrader said that despite the legislature’s request to have a non-exclusive contract, that language still exists in the contract and he would also like to reauthorize the contract on an annual basis, rather than a three-year term. He is working with Pro-Act to correct the contract. 


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. McKee.  All members voting Aye. The meeting was adjourned.
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